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IALA Conference (Sydney, Australia, 2002)

 Conclusions and Recommendations

It was concluded that:

1.
The Conference had been very successful in:

· informing Members of the activities of the Association since 1998;

· maintaining a very high standard of presentations; and,

· attracting a very high class exhibition that was provided by Industrial Members

2.
Communication between IALA Headquarters and Members needs to be improved and greater use made of developments in Information Technology. 

3.
IALA should continue to maintain close working relations with IMO and, wherever practicable, serve as a centre of technical expertise to assist in the implementation of IMO instruments related to aids to navigation, VTS and AIS.

4.
The use of computer based learning and simulation are valuable means of assisting in the training of VTS and Aids to navigation personnel.

5.
There is an increasing need to use Risk Assessment and Risk Management techniques when considering the implementation, review or operation of aids to navigation, including VTS.

6.
Many National Members are concerned about the serious environmental problem that the disposal of batteries and other hazardous materials can present.

7.
There is an increasing for National Members to consider the introduction of environmental management systems within their organisation.

8.
High speed craft necessitate specific solutions in the provision of aids to navigation and ship tracking procedures.

9.
The spectral and spatial characteristics of new and developing lights differ from the light sources that they are replacing and standardisation of these characteristics would benefit both users and manufacturers.

10.   Matters relating to the implementation and deployment of DGNSS,   including the provision of DGPS for inland waters, need to be kept under review.

11. There may be a need in the near future to study the interaction between VTS, inland ECDIS and AIS and prepare appropriate guidelines.

12.
There is a need for studies relating to the human factors associated with the implementation of AIS to be share between Authorities.

After due consideration of the papers presented and the Conclusions given above, the Conference recommended that:

1.
The methods of communication used within IALA be reviewed and improved.  The IALA Web-site is made more user-friendly and inter-active facilities incorporated.

2.
A database of technical experts is established to assist National Member in VTS, AIS, Aids to Navigation and related cost/benefit analyses.

3.
A programme of technical co-operation is established to assist Members in implementing and operating Aids to Navigation services, including VTS, which are necessary to supplement requirements resulting from IMO instruments.

4.
A formal arrangement with IMO relating to technical co-operation is established.

5.
A recommendation or guidelines addressing the training of Aids to Navigation personnel be prepared and should include guidance on the use of simulators and computer-based distance learning (e-learning) to assist in the training.

6.
The current work on generic risk management modelling being undertaken by a Working Group established by the Secretary General is treated with urgency.

7.
Guidelines are developed on the disposal of batteries and other hazardous materials.

8.
Guidelines are developed on the provision of aids to navigation systems for high speed craft.

9.
A study is made into the information available on the spectral and spatial characteristics of new and developing lights, with particular attention being paid to LED’s.  When sufficient information is available, appropriate IALA Recommendations and guidelines should be reviewed and up-dated as necessary. 

10
Consideration is given to arranging a Seminar for VTS and Aids to Navigation Authorities to enable the results of research and studies into the human factors associated with the implementation of AIS to be discussed.

