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Draft Reply to Chile on Articulated Buoy Question

Dear…

With reference to your e-mail of 24 September 2002 the Engineering, Environmental and Preservation of Historic Lighthouses (EEP) has provided the following information in response to your questions:

A. The countries operating the greatest number of articulated buoys are China, France, Italy and Japan.  

B. The Italian Service operates approximately 90 articulated buoys, the Chinese service operates approximately 90, the Japanese service operates approximately 120 and the French service operates approximately 80 buoys.

C. Maintenance is carried out by both the services own craft and by commercially operated craft.

D. Persons to contact for more information are:

France – G. Cunty (e-mail : guy.cunty@equipement.gouv.fr)

Italy – Cpt. C. Iodice (e-mail : ispefari@libero.it)

China – Jin Shengli  (e-mail : jinshengli@msa.gov.cn )

Japan – Takumi Nitta… (e-mail :  koumu@kaiho.mlit.go.jp) (secretariat to confirm contact)

E. Maintenance periods usually include mooring inspection by diver initially every year, increasing to 2 or 3 years.  The French have examples where buoys have been on station in excess of 15 years.

F. Manufacturers include:

Automatic Power – USA

Floatex – Italy

Mobilis – France

Gisman - France

Resinex – Italy

Tideland – USA

Zeni Light – Japan

Shanghai AtoN Factory – China

Pharos Marine - UK
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