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Technical specifications

Ref.

a. ENG 12/8/3rev1
Report from WG2 at ENG12

b. ISO/IEC Guide 7
Guidelines for drafting of standards suitable for use for conformity assessment

At ENG12 the Engineering Committee (WG2) addressed the issue of preparing a template for technical specifications in support of the proposed IALA manufacturers’ equipment certification scheme.

The WG reviewed a number of input documents and in conclusion (ref. a.) proposed the following:

It is recommended that IMC members prepare product Templates specifying the product parameters.  These templates would be reviewed by the Engineering Committee to ensure compatibility with the IALA Recommendations and Guidelines, and that the key parameters necessary to enable the Lighthouse Authorities to compare products provided by several Vendors, are included.

The WG also produced a list of parameter deemed important to be included in the specific templates to be prepared by the manufacturers as applicable.  This list referred to as the Generic Template was not all inclusive but is to be used as a guide for the manufacturers in the preparation of their specific templates and equipment specifications.  It was expected that this would simplify the comparison of manufacturer’s equipment including the test results.

Now two years have passed, and not a single template has been put forward to the Engineering Committee for review.

The Engineering Committee is invited to consider the following:

1. There is still a need to promote/ensure similar technical specifications for manufacturers to simplify comparison of manufacturers equipment during procurement.

2. The industrial members seem to need more guidance on why and how to produce technical specifications.

3. Technical specifications should comply to a set of minimum requirements that enable and simplify comparison.

4. The Engineering Committee should specify these minimum requirements and make them available to all members.
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