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8 — STRATEGY AND POLICY
8.7 —World Marine Aids to Navigation Day

8.7.2 — Arrangement for WATON Day 2020

Note by the Secretariat

INTRODUCTION

Following the success of the initial World Marine Aids to Navigation Day 2019 in Balearic Island, Spain
a letter was sent to all IALA Members on July 15, 2019 thanking everyone for their enthusiastic
participations. In this letter all members were invited to submit their proposals for a venue for the next
main event. The deadline was set by end of October 2019.

Before the deadline end of October Bulgaria and Japan have sent their proposals.

The Director-General of the Bulgarian Ports Infrastructure Company, the national member, suggests
hosting a main event in the newly build Congress centre in the city of Burgas. Burgas is the fourth
largest city in Bulgaria located on the Black Sea. The port is the largest in Bulgaria with a very modern
VTS centre.

The Director-General, Maritime Traffic Department, Japan Coast Guard, the National member,
suggest hosting a main event in Japan. The Director-General mention that 2020 is a historic year for
Japan as Japan hosts the Paralympic Games in Tokyo and additional it is expected to be a historic year
for IALA since the planned Diplomatic Conference in Malaysia will adopt the draft Convention text for
the status change of IALA.

Attached you will find the generous invitations from Bulgaria and Japan.

THE COUNCIL IS REQUESTED TO

Approve the host or hosts for the 2020 World Marine Aids to Navigation Day, main event(s).



BULGARIAN PORTS INFRASTRUCTURE COMPANY

HEAD OFFICE - SOFIA
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To
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DEAR MR. ZACHARIAE,

The Bulgarian Ports Infrastructure Company would like to thank you for your letter dated
a July 2019 and welcomes the opportunity to express its support to the World Marine Aids to
Navigation Day established by the International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and
Lighthouse Authorities - IALA.

In this relation it is my great pleaqme to propose the city of Burgas for the next main event in
2020. Burgas is the fourth largest city in Bulgaria, located on the Black Sea Coast. Its strategic place
on Europe’s map has helped it to develop as an easily reachable place which is an important inclustrial,
transport, cultural and tourist center. The Port of Burgas is the oldest and largest seaport in the country
and since its foundation in 1903 the port has turned into a modern port facility infrastructure with
state-of-the-art equipment and deep-water berths. The airport of Burgas which serves international
flights is the second-most important in the country and is situated at a distance of 10 km north-east
from the city.

Currently the Bulgarian Ports Infrastructure Company is constructing a Congress Scientific-
Research Center for Control and Exploration of the Black Sea in Burgas. The six-level modern
building is very well located at the port, close to the Coastal Traffic Management and Infommtlon
Center, the Marine Station and the main pedestrian area in the center of Burgas. The total 7000 m’
space of the building includes a multifunctional hall for up to 500 people, offices, research and
development rooms and more. Except as a scientific-research and control center for the Black sea it
will be used as a venue for exhibitions, concerts, attractions and various educational events. The
construction of the Congress Center will be completed by the end of 2019.

The newly build unique Congress Center is a customizable venue that can match every need
and is perfect for the celebration of the WAtoN 2020. The Bulgarian Ports Infrastructure Company
would be honored to have the opportunity to host the celebration of such significant event as WAtoN
2020 and to contribute to the IALA goal to promote greater awareness of enhancing the safety of
navigation and the protection of the environment worldwide. Furthermore this could be a good
occasion to promote the vital role of IALA and its Committees among the Black sea countries in order
to successfully promote the AtoN as modern, technologically advanced marine aids for efficient
navigation at the region. eI,

Attached to this lctte: is addmondl mformauon for your consideration.

Yours cordially, [
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ANGUEL ZABOURTOV ", e
Director General Fraptyrn T
Bulgarian Ports Infrastructure Company
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JAPAN CoAST GUARD
2-1-8 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-8918 Japan

31st October 2019

Dear Mr. Francis ZACHARIAE,

Responding to your letter of 15th July 2019, I am pleased to submit our
proposal to host the main event of the World Marine Aids to Navigation Day
2020 in Japan.

The year 2020 is historic year for Japan as Japan hosts the Olympic and
Paralympic Games in Tokyo and additionally it is expected to be a historic
year for also IALA since the planned Diplomatic Conference in Malaysia will
adopt the draft Convention text for the status change of IALA. Considering
these opportunity, I believe that holding the main event in Japan could show
the importance of aids to navigation service and IALA to wider public include
foreign visitors to Japan.

If the Council approve our proposal, I assure that we will closely cooperate
with the Secretariat to make the main event of the World Marine Aids to
Navigation Day 2020 successful and fruitful for the world aids to navigation
community and JALA.

Yours sincerely,

VADM. Norihiro TAKASUGI

Director General
Maritime Traffic Department
Japan Coast Guard

N . Tokaaug



