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1 Summary
Considering that the 1.3.4 project "Revision of IMO Resolution A.954 (23) Proper Use of VHF Channels at Sea" in 2018-2022 work plan of IALA VTS Committee was started at VTS 52 meeting, and planned to continue to promote the project at VTS 53 meeting. This paper provides proposals about task 1.3.4,to advance the project. 

1.1 Purpose of the document

The purpose of this document is to provide proposals about task 1.3.4,as a reference to promoting the project of revision of IMO Resolution A.954 (23) Proper Use VHF Channels at Sea.

1.2 Related documents

VTS48-7.1 VTS Task Plan 2018-2022 (20191010);

IMO  Resolution A.954(23) Proper Use of VHF Channels at Sea.

2
Background
IMO Resolution  A.954 (23) Proper Use of VHF Channels at Sea was approved at the 23rd IMO conference in 2004. According to VTS task plan 2018-2022, the revision of IMO Resolution A.954 (23) has been promoted since the VTS 52 meeting, and the project will be continued at VTS53 meeting.

3
DISCUSSION
1. In the past 20 years, the use of VHF at sea has been fully practised and developed, both in terms of basic conditions, equipment functions, and equipment operation, use methods, have been improved and recognized. At the same time, with the development of sea economy, the traffic density at sea has increase a lot, maritime VHF communication has become busy.  Searching for information and conducting short communication tests before using VHF channel is a common practice for the proper use of VHF channels at sea.

2. In recent years, with the development of marine technology, navigation aids have been gradually upgraded, and some of them, such as VDES and Beidou Navigation Satellite System, also can be used to take receive and send maritime messages.They can provide ship identification and navigation services, and assist in VHF communication.

3. With the development of maritime search and rescue, emergency disposal of marine pollution has been recognized as an important component of maritime search and rescue.Using VHF  to contact when carrying out emergency response and rescue operations is already a necessary approach.So that, it is necessary to mention and regulate the proper use of VHF when dealing with the marine environment pollution matters.

4
PROPOSAL
1. Proposal to add “before using VHF channels, relevant navigation resources should be consulted and appropriate tests should be carried out to ensure that the channel is not a specific working channel, so as not to affect the communication of itself or others” in “1.1 Preparation” of the annex.

2. Proposal to change the title of "1.6 AIS" to " Technology Relate to Offshore VHF Communication ", and add introduction of new application technologies such as VDES and Beidou Navigation Satellite System . As following:

‘1.6.2 VDES

VDES（VHF Data Exchange System） is an enhanced and upgraded version of the automatic identification system (AIS) for ships in the field of water mobile services. It was proposed after the 2012 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-12) of the International Telecommunication Union, and was deliberated and accepted at the 2015 World Radiocommunication Conference (WR-15). VDES integrates the existing AIS functions and adds the functions of special application message (ASM) and broadband VHF Data Exchange (VDE), which can effectively alleviate the pressure of existing AIS data communication and provide effective auxiliary means to protect the safety of ship navigation.

1.6.3 Beidou Navigation Satellite System

Beidou Navigation Satellite System is the third mature satellite navigation system in the world. China's Beidou system was officially incorporated into the global radio navigation system at the meeting of the Maritime Safety Committee of the International Maritime Organization from November 17 to 21, 2014. Beidou Navigation Satellite System is composed of three parts: air segment, ground segment and user segment. It can provide high-precision and high-reliability positioning, navigation and timing services for all kinds of users around the world in all weather and all day. It also has short message communication capability. It preliminarily possessed regional navigation, positioning and timing capabilities, with positioning accuracy of 10 meters, speed measurement accuracy of 0.2 meters / second and timing accuracy of 10 nanoseconds.’

3. Recommended to add "marine environmental pollution" in related report contents and matters when describing emergency and safety related communication in the annex.

5 Action requested of the Committee
The Committee is requested to consider the above proposals when promoting the project of  Revision of IMO Resolution A.954 (23) Proper Use of VHF Channels at Sea.
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