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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY


BEARING IN MIND the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and the Convention on the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS),
RECOGNIZING that the aim of IALA is to foster the safe, economic and efficient movement of vessels, through improvement and harmonisation of aids to navigation world-wide,
RECALLING Article 7 of the IALA Constitution regarding the authority, duties and functions of the General Assembly,
RECALLING ALSO that a goal of the work of IALA is that Marine Aids to Navigation are developed and harmonized through international cooperation and the provision of standards as described in the Strategic Vision for the period 2018-2026,
HAVING CONSIDERED the advice of the Council provided to General Assembly at its 13th Session,
APPROVES the IALA Standard 1040 Vessel Traffic Services, and
INVITES Members and Marine Aids to Navigation Authorities world-wide to undertake to implement the provisions of the Standard.
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[bookmark: _Toc432687596][bookmark: _Toc464033443][bookmark: _Toc464136438][bookmark: _Toc464139604]INTRODUCTION

The International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA) is a specialized organization for world-wide improvement and harmonization of Marine Aids to Navigation. 
The term “Marine Aid to Navigation” referred to in the Constitution of IALA, should be understood to be device, system or service, external to vessels, designed and operated to enhance safe and efficient navigation of individual vessels and/or vessel traffic. For the purposes of IALA this definition includes Vessel Traffic Services. 
IALA publishes Standards, Recommendations, and Guidelines, defined as follows.
	Document
	Definition

	IALA Standard
	An IALA Standard is a part of a framework, the implementation of which by all coastal states will harmonise Marine Aids to Navigation worldwide. IALA standards cover technology and services and are non-mandatory.

	IALA Recommendation
	An IALA Recommendation specifies what practices shall be carried out in order to comply with that Recommendation, and may be referenced, in full or in part, in an IALA Standard. 

	IALA Guidelines and Model Courses	Comment by Sundklev Monica: VTS Committee suggests that model courses also are a part of the IALA Standards, see Liaison note.
	IALA Guidelines and Model Courses describe how to implement practices normally specified in a Recommendation., and may be referenced, in full or in part, in an IALA Recommendation.



[bookmark: _Toc464033444][bookmark: _Toc464136439][bookmark: _Toc464139605]PURPOSE

The IALA Strategic Vision for the period 2018-2026, approved by the General Assembly in 2018, includes the Goal to ensure that	Comment by Sundklev Monica: Agree to be revised
“Marine Aids to Navigation are developed and harmonised through international cooperation and the provision of standards.”
IALA Standards are suitable for direct citation by States in the interest of an efficient and harmonised global network of Marine Aids to Navigation and services.
[bookmark: _Toc455587602][bookmark: _Toc455589134][bookmark: _Toc464033445][bookmark: _Toc464136440][bookmark: _Toc464139606][bookmark: _Toc432687597]APPLICATION

This Standard S1040 is suitable for implementation by all relevant Marine Aids to Navigation authorities.	Comment by Sundklev Monica: As all marine AtoN authorities are not involved in VTS, it could be more clear to replace “all” with “relevant” here. 
[bookmark: _Toc464033446][bookmark: _Toc464136441][bookmark: _Toc464139607]SCOPE

IALA Standards may contain normative and informative provisions.
Normative provisions are those with which it is necessary to conform in order to claim compliance to the Standard.	Comment by Sundklev Monica: This is not about the Scope but are definitions to the expressions and should be moved to section 1. Introduction, see explanation in Liaison note.
Informative provisions are those which specify additional desirable practices but with which it is not necessary to conform in order to claim compliance to the Standard. 

This Standard S1040 references normative and informative provisions, detailed in the listed IALA Recommendations, covering the following scopes.	Comment by Sundklev Monica: It is not clear where this list is. We assume that it is the list under section 5, but as this is about the scope it could be deleted. The recommendations under a specific scope are mentioned in section 5.	Comment by Capt. Phillip Day: Is this from the same source as the lists in the other standards
Vessel Traffic ServicesVTS implementation	Comment by Eckhoff,Dirk: The order is changed according to VTS Manual structure (with a topic order operational, training, technical). Although VTS Data and Information management includes Rec on portrayal and symbology, which are more operational while the GL will be more technical.     
Vessel Traffic ServicesVTS operations
VTS communications
VTS auditing and assessing
VTS additional services

Vessel Traffic ServicesVTS data and information management
Vessel Traffic Services communications
Vessel Traffic ServicesVTS technologies
Vessel Traffic Services auditing and assessing
Vessel Traffic Services additional services
[bookmark: _Toc455587604][bookmark: _Toc455589136][bookmark: _Toc432687599][bookmark: _Toc464033447][bookmark: _Toc464136442][bookmark: _Toc464139608]REFERENCED DOCUMENTS

In this Standard, any reference to a Recommendation is to the most recent version approved by the IALA Council. 	Comment by Sundklev Monica: This is good and very important as we don’t need to mention the edition versions. 

However, when a title is being changed but the number is being kept, this list could be confusing. Also new recommendations could be developed etc. Therefore it is important that Council should be given authorization to amend this section, see Liaison note.
[bookmark: _Toc455589139]In this Standard the word ‘shall’ is used to indicate that a provision is normative and is to be followed in order to comply with the Standard.  The word ‘should’ introduces informative provisions.
The following Recommendations are normative provisions, and shall be observed if compliance with this Standard is claimed. In order to demonstrate compliance with this Standard and the recommendations below, the normative provisions of the associated guidelines also need to be implemented.	Comment by Sundklev Monica: New proposal to include guidelines into the normative provisions. 
By this proposal, we should define if a GL is normative or informative too, which could be mentioned in the recommendation.

	Scope	Comment by Eckhoff,Dirk:  The order has changed as in paragr.4. 
	Number
	Title

	Vessel Traffic ServicesVTS implementation
	RV-0119
	Establishment of a VTSThe Implementation of Vessel Traffic Services	Comment by Sundklev Monica: Revised title – to be approved by Council in Dec-21

	Vessel Traffic ServicesVTS operations
	V-R0127
	Operational Procedures for Vessel Traffic Services

	VTS communications
	R1012
	VTS Communications

	VTS auditing and assessing 
	R1013
	Auditing and Assessing Vessel Traffic Services

	Vessel Traffic ServicesVTS data and information management
	V-R0125
	The Use and Presentation of Symbology at a VTS Centre

	
	R1014
	Portrayal of VTS Information and Data	Comment by Sundklev Monica: Revised title.

	Vessel Traffic Services communications
	R1012
	VTS Communications

	Vessel Traffic Services VTS technologies
	V-R0128
	Operational and Technical Performance of VTS Systems

	Vessel Traffic Services auditing and assessing 
	R1013
	Auditing and Assessing Vessel Traffic Services


[bookmark: _Toc432687601]
The following Recommendations are informative provisions and should be observed if compliance with this Standard is claimed.	Comment by Sundklev Monica: With the withdrawels below there are no informative recommendations at the moment.
	Scope
	Number
	Title

	Vessel Traffic Services implementation
	V-102	Comment by Sundklev Monica: This Rec will be withdrawn in accordance with VTS task 1.1.1.2 and alignment of VTS documents after adoption of revised IMO resolution on VTS
	The Application of the 'User Pays' Principle to Vessel Traffic Services

	
	V-120	Comment by Sundklev Monica: This recommendation has been revised to a guideline. Will be up for approval by Council in December following the publication date of new IMO resolution.
	Vessel Traffic Services in Inland Waters


[bookmark: _Toc464136443][bookmark: _Toc464139609]

SUPPLEMENTARY ELEMENTS

There are no supplementary elements to this Standard.	Comment by Sundklev Monica: What is meant to be mentioned here? If other Stds and their relevant recommendations should be noted here, the text should be revised so it’s clear what is meant.

It should be noted that no Std has any supplementary elements included so this section should be considered if it is needed or could be deleted.
[bookmark: _Toc464033448][bookmark: _Toc464136444][bookmark: _Toc464139610]APPROVAL AND AMENDMENT OF STANDARDS

IALA Standards may be developed or amended by Committees but require the endorsement of Council before being submitted to the General Assembly for approval. 
Amendments to section 4 SCOPE and 5 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS within each Standard may be approved by Council [after such authorization has been given].  IALA Standards may be approved at a General Assembly.	Comment by Sundklev Monica: This text is somehow misleading and vague as it is only General Assembly that can approve Stds. If the text is referring to that a proposal also can be rejected this should be clearly stated (The General Assembly may approve or reject a proposal to amend the IALA Standards.) 

Suggest this section is being developed further and in accordance with the proposed way forward, see proposal.
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