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Principles
This Guideline is developed on the principle that it:
a. is supplementary to any IALA documents, and only addresses MASS issues insofar as they are not adequately or fully addressed in the existing documents;
b. is holistic to ensure the objectives, aims and principles of the IALA documents are maintained while also ensuring that the challenges of MASS functions and operations are addressed across all standards;
c. addresses risk and mitigation measures at the functional level;
d. is developed in such a way as to recognise the evolving nature of MASS, and related guidance on MASS; and
e. is technology neutral and taking note of industry practices and experience in the deployment of new technologies.

1.3 [Goals] [Objectives]
In achieving its Purpose, this Guideline is intended to:
a. ensure achievement of a level of safety at least equivalent to that expected of Marine Aids to Navigation to support safe, efficient and pollution free transits;
b. ensure services are provided that enable all ships to safely coexist without impeding or negatively impacting each other, regardless of whether certain functions are remotely controlled or autonomously operated;
c. ensure that there is no relaxation of the level of accepted standards for design, construction, or operation of MAtoN;
d. allow for the application of solutions that are demonstrably safe, secure, and environmentally sound in performing the designated function in all defined conditions; and
e. be cognizant of the potential for the unintended placement of barriers to new or novel application of remote control or autonomous technology on ships.
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